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THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF BHUTAN WISHES HAPPY NEW YEAR 2019 AND ONCE AGAIN REDEDICATE OUR COMMITMENT TOWARDS
BUILDING STRONG ELECTORAL SYSTEM IN THE COUNTRY ENSURING FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS. HAPPY NEW YEAR AND TRASHI DELEK.

ECB Awarded the Druk Thuksey Medal

SN

The Election Commission of
Bhutan was awarded the Druk
Thuksey Medal by His Majesty The
King during the 111" National Day
celebration at Samtse Dzongkhag.

Druk Thuksey, literally meaning
“Son of the Heart of the Thunder

Majesty Facebook Page the

Dragon” was
instituted by His
Majesty The Third
Druk Gyalpo Jigme
Dorji Wangchuck in
1966.

His Majesty
The King, in the
Address,
that
the institutional

National
Commanded

award was being
awarded to the ECB
4% for the success of
Parliamentary
Elections 2018 as well as for the
achievements in the electoral process
since inception.

The Hon'ble
Commissioner

Chief Election
and Election

Commissioners received the medal

National Assembly Elections 2018

The
Bhutan received the Royal Decree

Election Commission of
calling elections to the National
Assembly on 17" of August 2018 with
Poll Day set on 15" September 2018
for Primary Round and 18" October
2018 for the General Election. Four
registered political parties contested
the elections upon due acceptance of
their letter of intent (LoI) by the ECB.

Primary Round

On 15" September 2018, voters of
Bhutan elected the two political
parties, Druk Nyamrup Tshogpa
(DNT) and Druk Phuensum Tshogpa
(DPT) to contest the General Election.
DNT received 31.85% and DPT with
30.92% of the total votes. Peoples

Democratic Party (PDP) received
27.44% and Bhutan Kuen-Nyam Party
(BKP) received 9.78 % of total votes.

Percentage of total votes secured by Parties

The overall voter turnout for the
Primary Round was 66.36%, a drastic
increase compared to 55.27% in 2013.

General Election
The General Election commenced

on behalf of the Election Commission
of Bhutan.

The ECB family on this auspicious
occasion, once again rededicate our
loyalty and service to the Nation in
ensuring free and fair elections.

Tendrel Cultural program by ECB staff
to mark the auspicious occasion

with filing of nomination by the
respective candidates of the two
parties from 17 September 2018. The
two political parties nominated the
same candidates whose names they
had submitted in the tentative list of
candidates as part of their Lol.

A total of 3,13,473 voters cast their
vote on 18" October 2018 bringing
voter turnout to 71.46%, an increase
by about 5% compared to 2013
General Elections.

Winning 30 seats in the National
Assembly, Druk Nyamrup Tshogpa
was declared as the Ruling Party
and Druk Phuensum Tshogpa as the
Opposition Party with 17 seats.
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Operation of Postal Ballot Facilitation Booth

To facilitate voters and also to
minimize the rejection of postal
ballots, a new system of postal voting
was introduced during this Third
Parliamentary Elections. Postal Ballot
Facilitation Booth - a new way to cast
your postal ballot franchise reducing
the human error to negligible.

During the National Council
elections, a total of 69 facilitation
booth was set up across the country
with 60590 voters registered as postal
ballot facilitation booth voters.
Thimphu had the highest booth set
up. Number of facilitation booth
decreased to 65 for Primary Round
and 67 for the General Elections of
the National Assembly Elections.

Apart from the facilitation booth,
mobile booth to facilitate voters
living with disabilities, prisoners
and voters with special needs were
also introduced during this election.
Nomads were also facilitated with
mobile booths during the National

Assembly Elections.

Facilitation booth showed a very
good turnout of voters’ with 70% in
National Council Election, 77.55%
and 82.87% during the Primary
Round and General Elections of the
National Assembly elections 2018.

69 Facilitation booths in NC, 65 in NA Elections:

9 Mobile booths in NC and 29 in NA Elections

30001 (NC)Y
£ | @
g * 55983 (PR)
4 3 =
General y T v 55765 (GE)
Elcetion, B2.E75 PBFB f r_ 1 ﬁ i
Voter n rl s E =1
Turnout b /‘@ : - _
— z e 30589 (NC)
g §
4 K
= 46548 (PR)
=
E 46598 (GE)

Women in Parliament
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About 13% of the total members
to both houses of the
Parliament are women.

elected

9 women elected bring number of
women in the parliament the highest
so far in a decade of democracy in
Bhutan.

The number of women elected in
the first parliamentary election was 8.
In 2013 Parliamentary Election it was

reduced to 4, with no women elected
in National Council seat. The Third
Parliamentary Election saw 2 women

getting elected to the NC and 7 to the

National Assembly.

A total of 19 women candidates
from four registered political parties
contested the Primary Round of NA
Election, which accounts to 10% of
the total candidates.

Today, 15.3% of the Member of
Parliament is women, an increase
from 8.3% in 2013

Increase in
Voter turnout

and the General Election at 71.46%.
The voter turnout during the National
Assembly election 2013 was 55.27%
for Primary Round and 66.13% for
the General Elections.

Number of registered voters
increased by over hundred thousand
compared to 2013 Parliamentary
Elections. Number of eligible
postal voters also increased with
the Commission facilitating
corporate offices and organizations.
Introduction of the facilitation booth
also helped in increasing the voter

turnout.

The Third Parliamentary

Election saw increase in both 50

the voter’s turnout as well as

number of candidates coming 5
forward to contest. The voter
turnout for the National 2
Council increased from 45%

to 54.3%.

Similar increase

——  mNational Council
B Primary Round
General Election

2008 2013 2018

Parliamentary Elections 2008 2013 2018

was also witnessed during the

National Council Elections

53.05% 45.16% 54.3%

National Assembly elections.

National Assembly Elections

2 Primary Round

5527 % 66.36 %

The Primary Round voter

b. General Election 79.4%

66.13 % 71.46 %

turnout reached to 66.36%




Election Visitor Program

Election visitor and international observer
program are part of observing election in the
country to ensure that the electoral process in
the country is free and fair and are conducted
at the international standard.

As a part of Election Visitor Program, a
team of officials from European Union visited
Bhutan during the National Assembly (NA)
Elections.

During the Primary Round of the NA 2018,
the team visited polling stations and RO’s office
in western district of Paro, Haa, Thimphu,
Punakha and Chhukha. In the General
Elections, the team spread to Bumthang and

Hon’ble CEC with International Observer from Election Commission of India

Trashigang for better coverage of the elections. four international observer (two each in NC & NA) and 19 delegates as

Apart from Election Visitor Program election visitor program (10 during PR & 9 during GE) visited Bhutan to
the Commission also received international Witnesses Third Parliamentary Elections.
observers from Election Commission of India ~ Twelve international journalist covered the General Election apart
during the National Council Election as well as from Bhutanese media agency which covered the Third Parliamentary
the General Election of the NA 2018. A total of Elections.

Decrease in Election Dispute

CEDSB investigation team, on a case

Election Dispute aver three Parliamentary Elections in Paro, set the record for longest
continuous investigation starting at
10:30 AM with the last questioning at

5 AM the next day.

103

In general, the number of electoral
dispute comparing to past elections
shows a decline, perhaps indicating

the maturing of our voters, political
parties and better understanding of
the rules of engagement in elections.
This may also be attributed to the
commitment of the ECB Team in

2008 ma3 208

strengthening the conduct of free and
fair elections.

Election Act 2008 empowers the
ECB to handle the entire electoral
dispute during the election period.
For settlement of electoral dispute
within the election period, three
tiers of dispute settlement bodies are
formed at Dzongkhag, Central and at
the Commission level.

Election Commission recorded

a total of 41 cases during the
Parliamentary Elections at the
central levels.

Dzongkhag and

During the Primary Round, 11 cases
were recorded, whereas the number
of cases increased to 21 during
the General Elections. In the 2013
Parliamentary Elections, 52 cases
were registered while in 2008, there
were 103 cases.

Pema Gatshel Dispute settlement
body set the record of completing
investigations on a case at 6 AM of
the Poll Day and also recorded the
highest number of cases at 10. The

Voters living with
disabilities (VLD)

Election Commission of Bhutan
in the effort to make election and
voting more inclusive, voter friendly
and accessible provided assistance
to Voters Living with Disabilities
(VLD). Specialized Facilitation Booth
was established for them during the
operation of the facilitation booth
across the country. (>Pg4)
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Voters living with disabilities (VLD)

Voter living with disability exercising his voting franchise

Voter Education and Awareness Program

Apart from the General Voter
Education and Awareness Program
conducted by the Election officials
at the Dzongkhag level, Election
Commission of Bhutan used all forms
of media to disseminate information
regarding elections to the voters for
information and participation.

Prior to National Council election,
110728
awareness program conducted by

voters attended various
election officials in classroom setting
on different electoral process which
also included the first time awareness
on postal ballot facilitation booth
voting system. However, the number
of voters attending voter education

Tshornang Ngoelaen

A recognition award  was
instituted and a process to evaluate
the performance of the Dzongkhag
Election offices based on 11 different
criteria was developed during the
2018 National Assembly Elections as
outline in the Tshornang Ngoelaen.

The criteria were all based on

was 42711 for the National Assembly
Elections.

Numbers of informative music
videos including video on operation
of facilitation booth was released
during the period. Caller ringtone
“Rendosa” was widely circulated.
Posters were used to advertise on all

important information.

Media
Election Commission of Bhutan also

Social pages of the
disseminated regular information to
the voters. Website of the ECB and
Dzongkhag Election Website were
also another source of information for
the electorates.

the conduct of elections and
strategies  implemented by
the Dzongkhags, including to
improve the voter turnout in

their respective Dzongkhags.

After  the
elections, the dzongkhags were

conduct  of

awarded points based on their

Collection of data regarding the
Voters Living with Disabilities in
every Dzongkhag was also initiated to
facilitate voters and also to maintain
data for future implementation of
plans and policies.

Voters Living with Disabilities
visiting polling stations are assisted by
the polling officials making elections
inclusive and voter friendly.

About 409 (195 female and 214
male) voters voted during the National
Council Elections and 534(254 male
and 280 female) voters voted during
the National Assembly Election.

performance during the conduct
of NA elections,
of reports and overall conduct of

due submission

elections.

The 2018 Parliamentary Elections
saw tremendous success and has
achieved greater milestone in the
conduct of free and fair elections.
Therefore, while Tsirang and
Monggar Election team took the
first and second positions and was
awarded with a study trip to Thailand,
every Dzongkhag has performed very
well as expected and showed great
commitment towards the success of

the ECB’s Mission 2018.

The Commission offers its heartiest
Trashi Delek and Kadrinche to all the
20 Dzongkhag Election Teams.

Tshornang Ngoelaen 2018: The Electoral Management Award in

the Conduct of the Third Parliamentary Flections 2018: National

Assembly




Election Campaign Returns

National Assembly Elections

Campaign Expenditure - NA 2018 (In Million)
A total of 42.3 Million

was spent as campaign
fund during the National
Assembly  elections, of
which 282 million was
disbursed the

Primary Round. Apart

during

from the campaign fund
the
another 0.99 million was

provided by state,

spent by the four political

. Pnmary Round

B General Elections

parties from their own

party funding.

Another 11.96 Million

was spent on advertisement

and media for the parties Elections. Of 11.96 Million, only 14.2% was spent on Primary Round’s advertisements and

and candidates

the National Assembly about 54.144 Million.

National Council Election

Percentage Campaign Expenditure of NC 2018

] Campaign Fund

@ Media Advertisement
@ Supplement Page

@ FPoster/banners/placards

65.3%

An average of 0.225 Million was spent on 127 candidates for the National
Council Election as campaign expenditure. Every candidate was provided
Nu. 150,000/- as campaign fund totaling to Nu.19.05 Million. 2.1% of
Nu.19.05 Million was refunded by the candidates with the highest refunded
amount at Nu. 75,091.54. 31 candidates used their entire campaign fund
with no refund. The overall campaign expenditure for the National Council
Election is Nu.28.55 Million.

during media coverage. The overall campaign expenditure for the National Assembly Election is

Learning from Experience Program (LEP)

In efforts to make election free and fair
and also to improve the electoral process,
Learning from Experience Program (LEP)
is conducted. LEP helps in understanding
and getting recommendations and
feedbacks from the officials who were
directly involved in the conduct of the
elections. Their feedbacks and suggestions
are studied further by the commission
and then incorporated, if approved by the
commission, into the rules and regulations

and is implemented in the next elections.

Pre-LEP was conducted by the Policy
and Planning Coordination Division by
visiting Dzongkhags during the Election
Period. Dzongkhag wise LEP is also
planned and will be carried out early next
year. LEP is one of the most important
post poll activities ECB carries out after
the election.

© 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢0

The Election Commission of Bhutan ﬁumé{y acknowledges the hard work and dedication of the election officials, po/@q officials security officials and
e

re;pom’ié

oters of Bhutan for Wméiry the Third Warﬁ'amenfmfy Elections a success,

Thank You & Trashi Delek for your participation and involvement towards the achievement of the Noble Vision of a Vibrant Bhutanese Democracy.
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The Election Commission of Bhutan is honoured and humbled, beyond
words, on being awarded the Druk Thuksey by His Majesty The King
during the most auspicious 111" National Day Celebrations
in Samtse on 17" of December 2018.

Each and every member of the ECB family submits our heartfelt gratitude W, 1
. S : . ! - gevayl
and rededicate our service in ensuring free and fair elections towards a ;};@‘3‘&‘% 5N
Vibrant Democracy envisioned by our Monarchs % 'ﬁf‘%
> 2

and enshrined in the Tsathrim Chhenmo
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Election Commission of Bhutan, Building No. 4, Kawang Lam-2, Post Box 2008, Kawajangsa, Thimphu. Tel: +975 02 334851/2
Fax: +975 02 334763. Email: cec@ech.bt, Website: www.ech.bt
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