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Commissioners and Staff at Simtokha Dzong

On 16" of January 2018, coinciding
with the 12%
of the Election Commission of
Bhutan (ECB), the Chief Election

Foundation Day

www.ech.bt

z 1A

; ﬁ %
#

‘ ]

Commissioner (CEC) administered
Oath of Allegiance to two newly
recruited employees of the ECB.
After the oath taking ceremony,

37|

ECB Foundation Day

prayers and butter lamps were
offered in the Kuenrey of Semtokha
Dzong. The staff of the Commission
reaffirmed their total commitment in
fulfilling the Mission 2018, the Third
Parliamentary Elections, in a free and
fair manner. The Commission also
dedicated their prayers for the long
life and good healthof their Majesties,
His Royal Highness the Gyalsey

and for a vibrant democracy in the
country.

The Election Commission office
was innaugurated on this day in 2006
upon receipt of Royal Decree on 30™

of December 2005.
3 =

CEC with new recruited officials

Training of Returning Officer & National Observers

the 3¢
Parliamentary Elections, the ECB

In preparation for
conducted a 3-day training of the
Returning Officers and National
Observers in two separate batches

from 8"-13™ of February 2018 in the

Great Fourth Auditorium. During
the training, the election officials
were thoroughly educated and
oriented on the provisions of various
legal documents, electoral forms;
their roles and responsibilities and
election codes
of conduct;
to ensure that
\ they discharged
their

confidently. The

duties

officials  were
also  provided
with hands-
on training

on EVM and
handling of

Postal Ballot process through role
play.

PR E E :
Commissioners with Batch-I of
Participants

T . "F =
Commissioners with Batch-1I of
Participants
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Preparation for the Mission 2018: DzEO Coordination Meeting

TT——

Team Leader familiarizing EVM

In pursuant to the Notification
calling National Council election
2018, the Dhamngoi Zomdu in all
twenty Dzongkhags was conducted
from 24™ of March to 16" of April
2018 for selection of Gewog and

Thromde nominees to contest the
National Council Election 2018.

From the 289 Dhamngoi Zomdus
conducted across the country, 130
Candidates were voted from the
gewogs and thromdes to represent

A Coordination Meeting was
held on the 13" of April 2018 in The
Great Fourth Auditorium with the
20 Dzongkhag Electoral Officers.
The Dzongkhag Official apprise the
Commission on their work progress
and detail of the electoral preparedness
for the National Council Election.

The meeting discussed in detail the
electoral activities and drew plans and
schedules for carrying out activities
pertaining to the conduct of the Third
Parliamentary Elections 2018. The
meeting was graced by the Hon'ble
Chief Election Commissioner, the
two Election Commissioners and
Secretary, and attended by all officials
of the ECB Head Office.

their dzongkhags. Out of which 124 of
them are male and 6 female. However,
one candidate each from Pema
Gatshel, Sarpang and Trashigang did
not file their nomination with the
Returning Officer. A total of 127 (121
male and 6 female) validly nominated

candidates contested the NC Election
2018.

The gewogs and thromdes nominee
will next face the dzongkhag voters
to get their endorsement in 20%
April 2018 and the winner will be
the National Council representative
of the dzongkhag for five-year term.
The Dhamngoi Zomdu was conducted

using Electronic Voting Machine
(EVM).

\ v s
Que of voters holding VPIC




As per the election schedule, the
Common Forum (CF) was arranged
by Returning Officers across the
country from 23 of March to 16"
of April 2018 in 313 venues enabling
the Candidates and Voters to come
together in a single platform. CF is a
platform facilitated by ECB to bring
together all the contesting candidates
to present their manifestos and
address the electorates in one pre-

designated venue at the given time. A
total of 34,010 voters (17,945 female
and 16,065 male) attended the CF.

Public Debat

Common Forum

The system has been well received
by both the contestants and the voters.
CF has reduced the voter having to
attend numerous meetings and on the
other hand, the candidates are able to
meet their voters with ease without
having to arrange for such meeting on
their own. The Bhutan Broadcasting

Operation of Postal Ballot Facilitation Booth

St

Voting in Facilitations Booth

It has been observed that many of
the postal voters do not vote even after
registering for postal ballot. The ECB
in order to encourage these voters to
participate in election initiated Postal
Ballot (PB) Facilitation Booth and
Mobile Booth. The facilitation was
also extended to voters living with

disabilities and prisoners. The Postal
Voters registered under this category
had three days to vote from 12" to
14* of April 2018 from 9:00 AM to
5:00 PM. From the total of 60,590
who were registered (30,001 female
and 30,589 male) to vote at the PB
Facilitation and Mobile Booths, a

Electorate listening to Candidate in Common Forum

Services (BBS), in collaboration with
ECB, also conducted Public Debate
for the National Council candidates
in all 20 Dzongkhags starting from
Lhuentse dzongkhag on 22™ of
March 2018 that successfully ended in
Thimphu Dzongkhag on 10th of April
2018.

total of 42,518 (20,654 female and
21,864 male) turned out to cast vote
in 9 Mobile Booths and 69 Facilitation
Booths set up in the 20 Dzongkhags
across the country. The overall Voter
Turnout was 70%.

The facilitation booths and the
mobile booths were managed by
a total of 469 booth officials who
were appointed for the purpose. 77
independent Observers also observed
the process in addition to the National

and Micro Observers.

.‘L.x- - e
=R S
Special Need Voters voting in Mobile Booth
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Queue for Male and Female Voters
The Poll Day for National Council
Election was on the 20% of April 2018.
From the total of 432,030 registered,
169,623 (89,316 Female and 80,307
Male) of them cast their votes in

person on the Electronic Voting

Declaration of Results

The Election Commission of
Bhutan, as per Section 444 of the
Election Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan
2008, declared the Election Results of
the National Council Elections, 2018
on 21 of April 2018. Out of the total
121 Male and 6 female candidates
who contested the National Council
Elections, 18 male and 2 female have
been elected. Third National Council
Election saw the voter turnout of 54.3
percent, an increase of 9 percent.

Bumthang  Chhukha

Nima SangayDorji Surja Man Thapa Dor ul\.hndu Ugyen Namgay
EVM -551 EVM 3915 EVM 1794 53 EVM lJCIJ

P
Toiahae13 Toutson o2 TaisT  Tewamo
Lhuentse Monggar Paro Pema Gatshel Punakha
‘—?:' ’)c‘
=
- »
TempaDorji SonamPelzom Ugyen Tshering  Choining Dorji  Lhaki Dolma
EVM:1604  EVM:1394  EVM: 4117 EVM:2140  EVME16T
965 PB:1012 PB:646 PR:1306 PB:706
Total2569  Totl:2406  Total:4763 Total3484  Total:2333
Samdrup Samtse Sarpang Thimphu Trashi
Jongkhar
- b o oy iz ]
L
Jigme Wangchuk Thirtha Man Rai o i Karma Gyelishen
< £ AnandRai  TshewangRi
EVM:2797  EVM: 5277 E{E’K}' 355; o167 EVM: 137
PB:1304 PB:966 TEAid FB:5TT
Totak4101 Touksrs FETA TeeeniT Total:1952
Trashigang Trongsa Tsirang Wangdue ~ Zhemgang
n Phodrang
Lhatn Tashi Samdrap Dhan Kumar Sunwar "TashiDorji  Pema Drakpa
EVM: 1933 EVM: 1394 EVM: 2378 i 3313 EVM: 1391
PB2351 PB:1012 PB:450 PB:1248

Total: 4184 Total:2406 Totak2825 T Totak26

Poll Day the Big Day

Machines in the 866 Polling Stations
and 64,912 (Female 26,493, Male
38,419) voters through Postal Ballot.

Out of 432,030 registered voters
in the country, a total of 234,535
voted (EVM - 169,623, Postal Ballot -
64912), of which 115,809 were Female
and 118,726 were Male voters. The
overall Voter Turnout percentage for
National Council Election was 54.3%
(52.4% Female & 56.2% Male).

The polling hours started from 9
a.m. and closed by 5 p.m. The Election
was smooth without any major issues
and problems.

Elderly Voter exercising his franchise

Polling Officer-I with ERSS

Comparison of Voter Turnout
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Issuance of the Certificate of Election to NC Member-Elects

CEC and Commissioners with elected
Candidates

After successful Third National
Council Election 2018, the Election
Commission of Bhutan welcomed
the National Council Elect on 24®

of April to the Democracy House.
The Chief Election Commissioner
briefed the Candidates Elect on the
importance of the National Council
and sacred duty that lie with them. He
wished them good luck and prayer for

their successful tenure in serving the
Tsa Wa Sum.

The ceremony concluded with
awarding of certificates to the Elected
Candidates as per Section 443, 444 or
445 of the Election Act of Kingdom of
Bhutan 2008.

Election Commission of Bhutan, Building No. 4, Kawang Lam-2, Post Box 2008, Kawajangsa, Thimphu. Tel: +975 02 334851/2
Fax: +975 02 334763. Email: cec@ecb.bt, Website: www.ech.bt
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