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The Fire Male Monkey year 2016
which marks the birth year of Guru
Padmasambhava and 400 years
of Zhabdrung Rinpoche's arrival
in Bhutan has become even more
auspicious and special with the birth
of HRH the Gyalsey on the 5" of
February 2016.

The ECB dedicates this very first

tri-annual publication to the joyous

birth of His Royal Highness Prince
Jigme Namgyel Wangchuck.

Joining the nation, in the euphoria
of prayers, the ECB urges every
jubilant and eligible Bhutanese to
participate in the forthcoming LG
elections as a voter and a candidate
with  full
building a vibrant democracy as

commitment towards

envisioned by our Monarchs.

First Phase of the 2" Local Government Elections 2016

ChzefElectzon Commzsszoner at the training ofROs and NOs

The First Phase of Local
Government Elections comprising
elections to the Thromde Tshogde
of the three Dzongkhag Thromdes

of Gelegphu, Phuentshogling and

Thimphu had its poll day on 25% of
January 2016.

The voter turnout was 31.15% in
Thimphu, 62.76% in Phuentshogling
and 60.39% in Gelegphu.

Democracy House

The construction of the ECB Head Office
after the
Tendrel ceremony graced by Her Majesty The

building commenced Salang
Gyaltsuen and presided over by His Eminence

Gyalse Tulku Rinpoche on 23/1/2014.

% ; ; ‘ Democmcy House

The Democmcy House, standing as the
physical symbol of democratic Bhutan, offers
a visage of a harmonious blend of traditional
and modern architectural styles signifying
the flourishing of democratic principles and
values in the land of the Palden Drukpa.

The ECB was blessed to have Her Majesty
The Gyaltsuen grace the consecration

ceremony on 25" of November 2015.
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Bhutan Children’s Parliament (BCP)

The Election Commission of
Bhutan first established Democracy
Clubs in schools in 2013 and
thereafter the Bhutan Children’s
Parliament (BCP) in 2015. These are
aimed to promote democratic values
and principles and create avenues for
children to voice their opinion on
issues concerning the youth.

After the orientation programme
in collaboration with the Parliament,
Ministries, Government Agencies
and CSOs, the first session of the
BCP was held from 28" of December
2015 to 8" of January 2016. The
Report with the Resolutions can be
downloaded from the BCP website:
bep.election-bhutan.org.bt

Electoral Roll Update

Members of the First Bhutan Children's Parliament

Bhutanese Elections: Voter Turnout Data

Dzongkhag wise voter turnout in 2008 Parliamentary Elections (%)
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Reaching the unreached
The conduct of free and fair
Elections is possible only with the
complete and error-free electoral roll.
With the 2" Phase of Local

Government Election scheduled for
June/July 2016 Dzongkhag election

ﬂi . l 1 t d . ¢ t Bum Chk Dags Gasa Haa Lhu Mon Par PfG Pkha SO Sar Sam Thi T/G T/Y Tsi WP Z/G
ofrcials complete regls ration
mNC mNA
verification in every Gewog and the
Chiwogs in the country in April 2016. _ _
90.0 Dzongkhag wise Voter Turnout in 2013 Parliamentary Elections (%)
The draft Electoral Roll will be again 4
80.0 77
released for claims and objections ’ s DIl | 2 e L
70.0
before it is final and frozen one month g
s 58.4
before the Poll Day. e o i 2
“ = TR - e N 50.0 3
: 3 - 1o - S .
s i 4 f 2 °
‘ w = 30.0
W || 4/ B ! 20.0
; 4 % A 10.0
i ; 00
o Bum Daga Gasa Haaz Lhu Mon Par P/G  Pkha 50 Sar Sam T/G TIY Tro Tsi we  ZjG

BNC mNA

N\ ;
Laxmi Devi Bahuni, 88 years old,
Dekidling, Sarpang

201 6 PHOTO NEWS
ELECTION COMMISSION OF BHUTAN




PREPARATIONS FOR THE SECOND PHASE OF THE 2" LG ELECTIONS 2016

~ - 52
Election Commissioners at the first training
workshop in Phuentshogling

A team from the ECB Head Office,
led by Election
Deki
Training Workshops at which the

Commissioner

Pema  conducted nine

Dzongdags, Dungpas, Dzongrabs,
senior sector heads and GAOs of
all 20 Dzongkhags and 205 gewogs
participated. Drangpon Lobzang R
Yargay as nominated by the Supreme
Court, was the resource person for
the dispute settlement training at 8
workshops.

The training had two components:
1) development of work plans for two
rounds of Voter Education, Zomdue
and Common Forum to be conducted
in each Gewog and Chiwog and 2)
electoral dispute resolution. Teams
were formed to cover every nook and

corner of the respective dzongkhags

First round of Voter Education

Voter Education at the roof of Druk Yul

CEC encouraging participation of women's candidate through radio programme

to disseminate electoral information
and encourage the general voters at
the grass-roots. The work plans for
the Zomdue and the common forum
developed by each dzongkhag for the
respective Gewogs/Chiwogs would be

implemented once & il
the elections are
called.

The
Dispute Settlement

Election

Training was aimed ¥
at equipping the §

members of the §
Dzongkhag  and §
Central  Dispute

Election Commissioner with participants in Trashigang

Settlement Body with the required
knowledge and skills to settle electoral
dispute and take appropriate, fair and
wise decisions while dealing with
any electoral dispute within their
jurisdiction.

R 3|33 G5 &

Functional Literacy and Possession of Skills Test, 2016

FLT in progress in Motithang

Any aspiring Local Government
candidate is required, under the Laws,
to be functionally literate and possess
skills to discharge his/her duties.
Accordingly the ECB conducted the
FLT in 191 test centres nationwide on

30% of April 2016. The results will be
declared on 19" of May 2016.

Till date the ECB has awarded
5,133

certificates  to successful

candidates.
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Women and Election

Although more than 50% of the
country’s eligible voters are women
and women have actively participated
as voters in the past elections, their
representation in the Parliament and
the Local Governance has not been

Male & Female Representation in the
Parliament and the LG

encouraging so far and, challenges
persists.

Todayonly8.33% of the 72 members
of the Second Parliament constitutes
women as compared to 11.1% in the
first. The women representation at the
local level is only
7.06%.

The
actively

ECB is

seeking
solutions and not
only focusing on
women in  the
education
but
supporting

voter
programmes
also
advocacy by
related
agencies aimed at

other

increased women’s
representation  at
national and LG

levels.

Elections in Schools and Institutions

With the goal of educating youth
from early childhood on electoral and
democratic process, the ECB provides
support to schools and institutions
in conducting elections of student
leaders. The same procedures for
conduct of elections to Parliament or
Local Governments are followed.

The FLT centers, common forums
and other programmes being taken
right up to the Chiwog and village
further
encourage women without posing

levels are expected to

any disadvantage to men voters or
candidates.

Learning from Experience
Program (LEP)

Launchin of Electoral Documents
by the Commission on 16/1/16 at the
commemoration of 10" ECB Foundation
Day

The ECB initiates the Learning
from Experience Program (LEP) after
every Parliamentary and LG elections
involving diverse groups of election
officials and stakeholders who are
involved in the conduct of elections.
The LEP enables ECB to collect their
views and opinion and learn from
actual experiences. Such feedback
and recommendations ensure
improvement of the electoral system

and procedures so that succeeding

elections are continually improved.

Election Commission of Bhutan, Building No. 4, Kawang Lam-2, Post Box 2008, Kawang Jangsa, Thimphu. Tel: +975 02 334851/2
Fax: +975 02 334763. Email: cec@election-bhutan.org.bt, Website: www.election-bhutan.org.bt
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